
 

 

Tribeca Film Festival 2008: Films By And About Women 
The Tribeca Film Festival 2008 program includes fifteen premieres, including narrative features and 
documentaries, by and about women: 

Lioness, directed by Meg McLagan and Daria Sommers. (USA) - New York Premiere, Documentary. U.S. 
policy bars female soldiers from engaging in direct ground combat, so why were the women of Lioness sent 
out routinely with the marines into the some of the bloodiest counterinsurgency battles of the war? 
 

Fighter, directed and written by Natasha Arthy. (Denmark) - North American Premiere, Narrative. This 
high-energy martial arts drama chronicles a driven high school student caught between the expectations of 
her traditional Turkish family and her kung fu dreams. With slickly choreographed fight scenes, Fighter is 
an empowering story that culminates with an emotional punch. Danish, Turkish with English subtitles. Part 
of the Tribeca/ESPN Sports Film Festival. 
  

Pray the Devil Back to Hell, directed by Gini Reticker. (USA) - World Premiere. After more than a decade 
of civil wars leading to more than 250,000 deaths and one million refugees, a group of courageous women 
rose up to force peace on their shattered Liberia and propel to victory the first female head of state on the 
African continent. 
 

Going On 13, directed and written by Kristy Guevara-Flanagan Dawn Valadez and. (USA) - World 
Premiere, Documentary. Ariana, Isha, Rose, and Esme are young girls who were followed for four years as 
they navigate the precarious path to womanhood and, in Valadez’ and Guevara-Flanagan’s expert hands, 
breathe new life into the coming-of-age story. 
 

A Powerful Noise, directed by Tom Cappello. (USA) - World Premiere, Documentary. Bookended by call-
to-action quotes from Margaret Mead and Mahatma Gandhi, this inspiring documentary follows three 
extraordinary women—in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Mali, and Vietnam—as they lead day-to-day battles against 
ignorance, poverty, oppression, and ethnic strife. Bambara, Bosnian, Vietnamese with English subtitles. 
 

Charly, directed and written by Isild Le Besco. (France) - North American Premiere, Narrative. Fourteen-
year-old Nicolas leaves the elderly couple he lives with and heads for the sea but crosses paths with Charly, 
a tough girl who takes him into her mobile home, where an unusual domestic arrangement evolves. As in 
her brilliant directorial debut 1/2 Price (TFF ’04), Le Besco movingly depicts a world without adults. French 
with English subtitles. 
 



Savage Grace, directed by Tom Kalin, written by Howard A. Rodman. (Spain, USA) - New York Premiere, 
Narrative. A daring dramatization of the disintegrating psyche of ’60s socialite Barbara Baekeland, Savage 
Grace brilliantly showcases Julianne Moore at her most haunting. Insulated by wealth and abandoned by her 
husband, Baekeland falls into tragic dysfunction with her adoring son. Based on a true story. An IFC Films 
Release. 
 

Worlds Apart (To Verdener), directed by: Niels Arden Oplev, written by: Steen Bille and Oplev. 
(Denmark) - North American Premiere, Narrative. The world of a dutiful daughter who’s a Jehovah’s 
Witness unravels when she falls for a nonbeliever. She is torn between her conscience, faith, and passion—
and forced to make a choice between a love and a family that are worlds apart. Based on a true story. Danish 
with English subtitles. 
 

Gotta Dance, directed by Dori Berinstein, written by Adam Zucker and Berinstein. (USA) - World 
Premiere, Documentary. Festival vet Berinstein (ShowBusiness, TFF ’05) turns her camera on the amazing 
and inspirational story of the New Jersey NETSationals, the NBA’s first senior citizen hip-hop dance team. 
Against all odds, this energetic and dedicated group proves that even in their golden years, they’ve just 
Gotta Dance! Part of the Tribeca/ESPN Sports Film Festival. 
 

Theater of War, directed by John Walter. (USA) - World Premiere. Art and politics converge in this 
provocative look at the life and ideas of Bertolt Brecht, interwoven with The Public Theater’s staging of his 
Mother Courage. Meryl Streep, Tony Kushner, Kevin Kline, and George C. Wolfe take audiences on an 
unprecedented behind-the-scenes look at their creative process. 
 

Lake City, directed and written by Perry Moore and Hunter Hill. (USA) - World Premiere, Narrative. When 
her family is threatened by violent criminals, a mother and son must reconcile the past in order to save their 
home. Powerful performances by Sissy Spacek and Troy Garity highlight this potent drama, also featuring 
Dave Matthews and Rebecca Romijn. 
 

Whatever Lola Wants, directed by Nabil Ayouch, written by Jane Hawksley, Nathalie Saugeon and 
Ayouch. (France, Morocco) - North American Premiere, Narrative. Perky blonde Lola is an aspiring dancer 
in New York, and she’s so smitten by a hunky Egyptian that when he unexpectedly heads home, she follows 
him. In Cairo, she discovers an even bigger passion—for belly dancing—and vows to master the art. 
English, Arabic with English subtitles. 

 
Marina of the Zabbaleen, directed and written by Engi Wassef. (USA) - World Premiere, Documentary. In 
the sandy villages outside Cairo, the Zabbaleen eke out a living recycling the flood of waste pouring out of 
the most populous area on the African continent. But one girl—six-year-old free spirit Marina—dreams of a 
better life. This poetic documentary tells her story. Arabic with English subtitles. 
 
 



 
Celia the Queen, directed by Joe Cardona and Mario De Varona, written by Cardona. (USA) - World 
Premiere, Documentary. Azucar! The voice of Celia Cruz, arguably the most influential woman in Cuban 
music, symbolized the soul of a nation and forced down barriers of racism and sexism. She radiates on 
screen as her legacy is revisited in this intimate and inspiring documentary. Featuring interviews with 
Quincy Jones, Andy Garcia, and Wyclef Jean. English, Spanish with English subtitles. 
 

I Am Because We Are, directed by Nathan Rissman. (UK) - World Premiere, Documentary. Madonna uses 
the power of documentary film to expose the tragic stories of the millions of Malawi children orphaned by 
AIDS, offering both a call to action and a revelatory personal journey. Featuring interviews with Bill 
Clinton and Desmond Tutu, the film is a testament to survival, change, and hope. English, Chichewa with 
English subtitles. 

 


